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FUPREE & =/

Hutton:

Sympathy
for the
‘Falcorn’

By Scott Sublett

THE WASHINGTON TIMES .

EW YORK — One thing you

have to admit about Timo-

thy Hutton is that he does

| not mince words. Some-

times he sounds as though he might

strangle on them, but he speaks his

mind. This can be a problem when

you’ve just played Christopher

Boyce in “The Falcon and the Snow-

man,” a picture currently doing good

business in theaters around the
country. '

In the middle 1970s, B%yce. a!flqr-
mer seminarian, sold U.S. satellite
secrets to the KGB. Some hold that
he did it for the money, some sav for

the thriil. Others. Mr. Hutton among.
them, see Boyce as a misguided ide-
alist who made a grave mistake, but
who did it because he was honestly
shocked bv CIA covert operations he
allegedly had discovered while han-
dling highly classified information
at a US. defense contractor.

While preparing to play the con-

‘troversial young spy, Mr. Hutton con-
versed with Boyce by telephone
every day for three months. Even
now, Mr. Hutton contacts him reg-
ularly. - . ,

“I spoke to him the other day and
told him how things were going”
says Mr. Hutton..“He was very
[eager] to see the movie, s¢ I'm try-
ing toarrange that. He’s very excited
about the whole thing.”

Boyce is, of course, in jail. Mr.
Huttor is in sort of a trap himself,
submitting nervously but cooperat-
ively to the ritual of publicity inter-
views — an ordeal his “Falcon”
co-star Sean Penn refuses to abide.
~ Mr. Hutton’s manner today is
almost somber. The clothing on his
lanky body is stylishly baggy in cut,
but the spirit, textures and colors
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emblazened across the crown. He

8rew up in California but his earnest

appearance somehow suggests an

Ivy League Quaker. His father was
comic leading man Jim Hutton, who

died in 1979.

Hg genuinely likes Boyce, and
admits that this has created prob-

. lems. From letters he has received

and remarks made by journalists,
Mr. Hutton concludes that many
have trouble accepting his
involvement in what they might call
an apologia for two traitors,

“It's very difficult to be in contact

- it wasn’t that different from what he

did later”
Boyce clearly considered his per-

sonal moral judgments to be above .

the law even then. Ultimately, he van-

dalized his country’s defenses. One

wonders why he wanted such a story
told on film.

. “I.guess he just wants this to make
people understand his life a little bit

; more, and not justify what he did,
. but understand the person before

. the act of treason,” Mr. Hutton says.

When discussing Boycg, politics,

- and almost anything controversial,
. Mr. Hutton’s voice is startlingly
" quiet. The sinews in his neck stretch
. taut, and one senses that he is

are classically modest and business-

like. He wears black, white and
shades of gray, with bulky black
oxfords on his feet. With his pale
skin and dark hair, the only sparks
of color come from his crisp, blue
eyes, and a boyishly whimsical red
baseball .cap with “49ers”

squeezing, squeezing the words out,
uncomfortably aware that some lis-
teners will.take offense. The word

- “treason” in particular makes him
- mumble.

“It's. very difficult for me to say”

" he admits, “because I know him in

such a different way. I just can't. ..

" !it's very diffiuclt to accept that word
. as a label that’s been put on him for
- what he did.”

- Did Boyce see himself as a trai-
tor? .
. “Idon’tknow if he sees — a traitor

 to what? I think he sees himself as
" someone who did not want to do any-
- one harm,” says Mr. Hutton.

“He wanted to make people aware

" of things that were going on in this
- world. People were being manip-

ulated, controlled. He learned some

. things that hurt him very deeply. He

wanted to do something about it. He

- felt that strongly. It's very difficult

for people to accept, because most
people assume that a 22-year-old, 23-

vear-old does something like what he :
did just for the hell of it. Because he -

hated his country, or because he

wanted money. And that’s not true,

People don't realize that you can be

122, 23 years old and be politically
“aware. Morally aware. And so I hope

that people see that in this movie.
Again, without accepting what he
did.

"“Daniel”

. strongly about the
people who spoke out against what
appeared to be normal government
practices. It was very disturbing to

him, for instance, when his best

friends from school would return
from the [Vietnam] war with blown-
off legs.
_"And I think people should appre-
clate not what he did, but the person
- whodid what he did. mean, it's very
rare that you find a 22, 23-year-old
kld.WhO is trying to get his friends
active in discussions about world
affairs”

Active in discussions of world

affairs, certainly; Boyce talked a lot -

with some KGB agents. In any case,
what Mr. Hutton, end the film, donot
mention is that Boyce subsequently
escaped from prison, robbed some
banks, and 18 months later was
caught and thrown into jail again.
This is not exactly a lovable charac.
teristic, which may be why the film
ignores it altogether,

Mr. Hutton considers his own gen-
eration woefully deficient in
knowledge of international politics.

. “You know, when I was 20 it was °
1980, and it was just so completely

rare to run into people my age who
~ Were talking about things thagt were
gomng.on in the world,” he says. “Now
I'm 243 and I don’t find that any of
".my friends who are my age are
aware of what's going on in E] Salva-
dqr. I was talking to this friend of
mine the other day, who's a 23-year-

" old, and I said, ‘What would youdoif

you were drafted and had to godown
to Central America?’ And this is g
kid who just graduated from Har-
vard, said, ‘Why? What do you
mean?’ I said, ‘Well you know there’s
-a war down there and everything’
‘Oh, oh, yes, right. No, no, no, that
px;oblem‘s been cleared up, hasn't
It. 'y .

“The Falcon and the Snowman” ié

- not the first time Mr Hutton has

played a controversial character. In

- “Daniel,” a film version of E.L. Doc.

. torow’s novel about Julius and Ethe]
- Rosenberg — the controversial atom

. spies of the '50s — he played their

son, who searches for evidence that
the parents are innocent. Mr. Hut-
ton’s character was fictional, but
did have counterparts in
the real-life sons of the Rosenbergs,

Mr. Hutton did not meet with them
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as he did Boyce, because “Daniel’s” .
director, Sidney Lumet, preferred :
that he didnot.

Most moviegoers associate Mr. _
Hutton with dramatic roles, and for |
good reason. His first film role, in

-“Ordinary People,” won him a best
supporting actor Oscar for his por-
trayal of an anguished suburban |
adolescent. He went on to star as a
rebellious military-school student in
“Taps” (which also featured his “Fal-
con” co-star, Mr. Penn), and as a
young scientist in “Iceman.” ‘

“His first comedy bears the enig- l

- matic title “Turk 182"

“I mean, I think it’s a comedy;” he |i

" says. “For me it is. I smile in the

- movie.” - : ‘

" And he smiles his boyish,"

~ guileless smile for the first time in |

- the course of the interview. He says |

. the film is opening Feb. 15, “in about
a zillion theaters. '

"~ “Its a very funny movie. The

_ character has this brother, this fire-
mar here in New York, who saves a
little girl in a fire while he’s off duty.
The city won’t pay for his hospital

. costs — he was injured in the fire —

‘‘and I get [angry] about it and

- become a graffiti artist. Put my logo, |-

. “Turk 182 all over the city and try to.

. mess up the mayor’'s re-election. And

. become sort of this hero of New York

' He says his “Turk 182” character

: is “a kid who just thinks he can do
anything, and goes around with a
twinkle in his eye and gets away with

- it. I even have a little love scene in it,

- which is nice.” . :
- The movie is a departure for Mr-
Hutton. He is not noted for playing

- the kind of teen-oriented scripts that
occupy the time of other actors his
age. He turned down a role in :
“Grease 11, and the offer of a part in"

- “Where the Boys Are” (a remake of
a 1960 film that starred his father).
One wonders if Mr. Hutton is tired of
playing “young men of conscience” {

“I'll never be tired of playing old

* men, young mer, middle [age] men, |
with conscience,” he says with sur-
prising vehemence. “I think more [

_ characters should kave a social con- |
science.” ' _ f

Like Christopher Boyce?.
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